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APPOINT CHILD PROTECTION ASSISTANTS AT
COMMUNITY LEVEL, URGES NGO
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https://www.sinarharian.com.my/article/712869/berita/lebih-
16000-laporan-berkaitan-bahan-penderaan-seksual-kanak- SINARHARIAN.COM.MY
kanak-tahun-lepas

https://www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/lebih-16000-
laporan-berkaitan-bahan-penderaan-seksual-kanakkanak-tahun- ASTROAWANI.COM

NEGATIF



https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2025/02/15/appoint-child-protection-assistants-at-community-level-urges-ngo
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2025/02/1175408/welfare-dept-should-identify-neighbourhood-child-protection-superheroes
https://www.sinarharian.com.my/article/712869/berita/lebih-16000-laporan-berkaitan-bahan-penderaan-seksual-kanak-kanak-tahun-lepas
https://www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/lebih-16000-laporan-berkaitan-bahan-penderaan-seksual-kanakkanak-tahun-lepas-508771

Appoint child protection assistants at
community level, urges NGO

MANJIT KAUR

IPOH: There is a need to appoint child protection assistants at the community level,
says a non-governmental organisation.

Childline Foundation Malaysia executive director Datin PH Wong said the
foundation’s long-term goal was to have the Social Welfare Department recognise
leaders from Rukun Tetangga, Residents Associations, Orang Asli communities or
relevant bodies who could be trained as first responders at least.

She said that the department could work with the foundation or relevant NGOs to
train them to become child protection assistants.

“They (child protection assistants) can intervene, and children especially can turn to
‘them if they are facing any sort of problems, from abuse, grooming to bullying.

“It is easier being in the same neighbourhood, as they will be more aware of issues and
problems their neighbours are facing.

“Each and every neighbourhood should have at least one child protection assistant,”
she told reporters after delivering her talk at the Child Safety and Protection
symposium held at Yayasan Ipoh on Saturday (Feb 15).

The symposium titled “Protecting our Future: Safeguarding Children Together” was
Jointly organised by Yayasan Ipoh and Perak Academy.

Also present were Yayasan Ipoh chief executive officer Datuk Dr R. Ramanathan, and
Perak Academy’s Board of Governors member Datuk Gan Tack Kong.

'Wong said the foundation has trained mothers at People’s Housing Programmes
(PPR) to listen to their neighbours' problems.

She said if these mothers are unable to handle the situation, there is a group of
experts including psychologists and psychiatrists that they could refer to.

“The goal here is prevention. We cannot expect department officers to carry that
responsibility alone as they too are shorthanded, and have their hands full.

“So training reliable leaders within the community is the next step forward, and the
department too is aware of high risk areas.

“These child protectors can become the first responders where they are able to
follow-up on cases, and are able to check on families” she said.

'Wong added that children would not be able to find or go to department’s offices, and
it would be easier for them to reach out to their community leaders who live nearby.
She said the foundation has set up 40 toy libraries especially for the B40 communities
where children are unable to attend nurseries and kindergartens.

She said those living in PPRs, their parents are often working, some carrying out two
jobsaday.

So she said the ones left behind are the children, and sometimes senior citizens.

“So the toy libraries in these areas can provide children with informal education,
‘where some are able to read, write and count because they play board games instead
of gadgets.

“We also encourage senior citizens to participate in the toy libraries as they can teach
them good values, and play board games together with the children,” she said, adding
that there were children who were able to count to 100 after playing “Snakes and
Ladders”.

Speaking on the dangers of the cyberworld, she said predators were targeting
children as young as seven years old.

She said this was a vulnerable age group, and the predators have been grooming them
compared to teenagers who are able to identify what is right or wrong.

“Most children will not show naked photos unless they are groomed or lured to
getting something out of it.

“We have seen a case of an eight-year-old girl where the mother found that her
daughter was in touch with three predators outside Malaysia.

“She was about to send her naked photos as she wanted to earn rewards from an
online game, and luckily the mother intervened on time,” she added.

‘Wong said children also get depressed and lonely, and when strangers show interest
in them, they quickly follow what is told to them.” she added.

Dr Ramanathan said Yayasan Ipoh is looking at setting up a toy library at the centre.

“Itis timely to address issues faced by children, with so many issues reported on them.

“We need more avenues for them to express themselves, find help, and most
importantly have someone listen to them,” he added.
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Lebih 16,000 laporan berkaitan
bahan penderaan seksual kanak-
kanak tahun lepas

15 Februari 2025 04:45pm

Gambar hiasan.

IPOH - Sebanyak 16,328 laporan direkodkan berkaitan bahan penderaan seksual
kanak-kanak (CSAM) di negara ini sepanjang tahun lepas.

Pengarah Yayasan Childline, Datin Wong Poi Hong berkata, data yang diperoleh
daripada portal Internet Watch Foundation Malaysia menunjukkan mangsa
merupakan kanak-kanak berumur tujuh hingga 13 tahun dan 15,902 laporan telah
dimajukan kepada agensi penguatkuasaan undang-undang untuk tindakan.
[{§
‘Jenayah dalam talian terhadap kanak-kanak ialah
masalah sosial yang paling cepat berkembang hari ini.

"Kira-kira empat peratus kanak-kanak di Malaysia yang menggunakan Internet
telah mengalami kejadian OCSEA (eksploitasi dan penderaan seksual kanak-kanak
dalam talian) yang jelas.

"Menurut tinjauan isi rumah, walaupun pesalah OCSEA selalunya orang yang tidak
dikenali kanak-kanak itu, dalam sesetengah kes, pesalah ialah individu yang sudah
dikenali kanak-kanak, selalunya kenalan dewasa, rakan sebaya bawah 18 tahun
atau ahli keluarga,” katanya ketika ditemui pemberita selepas Simposium
Keselamatan dan Periindungan Kanak-Kanak di Yayasan Ipoh di sini hari ini.

Beliau berkata, pelbagai inisiatif oleh kerajaan, masyarakat sivil dan industri sedang
dilaksanakan di negara ini namun wujud kelemahan dalam penyelarasan dan
kerjasama antara agensi selain sumber belanjawan yang terhad.

"Kekurangan penyiasatan dan pendakwaan mesra kanak-kanak, sokongan untuk
melaksanakan piawaian sedemikian di seluruh negara dan pembaharuan lanjut
perundangan diperiukan untuk memastikan tindak balas menyeluruh terhadap
OCSEA," katanya.

Yayasan Childline ialah organisasi tidak berasaskan keuntungan yang didaftarkan
pada 2006 untuk menegakkan hak kanak-kanak (individu di bawah umur 18 tahun)
kepada kelangsungan hidup, perlindungan, pembangunan dan penglibatan di
Malaysia seperti yang diperuntukkan di bawah Konvensyen Mengenai Hak Kanak-
Kanak 1989, undang-undang dan dasar setempat. - Bernama



